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Classical Faculty Library, University of Cambridge

Guide to the online bibliographic database L’Année Philologique (Aph)

The online L’Année Philologique database contains bibliographic records for articles in over 1,500 periodicals related to classics. It includes volumes 1(1924) to 19 (1948) and volumes 30 (1959) to 79 (2008) of the printed version and searching is in English.

ACCESS
Connect to http://www.annee-philologique.com/aph/.  [Access is available directly from any computer on the Cambridge network or via a Raven password off campus.]  
SIGN IN / REGISTER

This is optional. The APh website allows users to create their own personal accounts. This allows users to save preferences (e-mail address, no. of results per page, sorting option), and to store and access previous searches and specific records.
SEARCHING

Performing a basic bibliographic search
The basic search bar is available across the top of every screen and looks like this:
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1. The first field is a dropdown menu. By clicking on the up/down arrows on the right of the field you will be able to select the type of search you would like to perform. Your options are Modern Authors, Full Text, Ancient Authors and Texts, Subjects and Disciplines Prior to Volume 67, and Subjects and Disciplines after Volume 67. 

2. The form that the second field takes is determined by the type of search you have chosen to perform. 

3. The third field is also a dropdown menu. Again, clicking on the up/down arrows to the right of the field you will be able to choose how the results of your search will be organized. Your options are Sort by Author, Sort by Title, Sort by Date (oldest first), Sort by Date (newest first), and Sort by Relevance. 

4. When you are satisfied with your Search selections, click the “Search” button on the far right. 

Modern Author/ Ancient Author and Texts Searches
Enter the Surname of the author (not the first name or initials). For ancient authors L’Annee uses the Latin form (Homerus, for instance), but well established names in English are also recognised (Homer). 
If your search term is recognized by the database, a drop a dropdown menu will appear below, allowing you to select one or more specific search terms. Click on the boxes next to the terms to select your choices. Your selections will be marked with a checkmark. 
Full Text 
Type your search term(s) in the second field. 

· Tip: The Wildcard Character is “%”. 

· Tip: Multiple terms entered in the search box are processed as a Boolean AND by default. 
Subjects and Disciplines Searches 
1. A dropdown menu listing 10 different subject categories will appear beneath the second field when a Subject and Disciplines search is selected. 

2. Wherever you see a “+”, you may click on the “+“ to open a further list of sub-categories. These may also have “+” marks, allowing you to narrow your search further. 

3. You may select one or more of the available categories or sub-categories by clicking on the boxes immediately to the left of the Subject title. Your selections will be marked with a check.

Performing an Advanced Bibliographic Search 
The Advanced Search is reached by clicking on “Advanced Search,” below the second drop-down menu in the Basic Search bar. The Advanced Search page looks like this:
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1. The Advanced Search allows you to use as many or as few search terms as you would like. You may add or subtract additional terms by clicking on the “+” or “-“buttons to the right of your last current search term, or you may remove specific search terms by clicking on the “-“button to the right of the field. 

· Tip: At any time you can clear all your search terms by clicking the “Clear” button at the bottom left of the Advanced Search page. 

2. The first field for each search term is a dropdown menu. By clicking on the up/down arrows on the right of the field you will be able to select the type of search you would like to perform. Your options for the Advanced Search are Modern Authors, Full Text, Ancient Authors and Texts, Subjects and Disciplines Prior to Volume 67, Subjects and Disciplines after Volume 67, Word(s) of Title, Publisher, Series Title, Journal Title, APh Record Number, Reviews by Journal Title, and Reviews by Author. 

3. For each additional search term you must indicate how you wish your searches to be combined. A smaller dropdown menu to the left of the second (and each additional) search term will allow you to select the desired operation, “AND”, “OR” or “NOT.” 

4. As with the Basic Search, the form of the search field changes dependent on the type of search term you have selected. 

5. You may also apply filters to your search using the Advanced Search page. For instance: date, language, etc.
6.  Sorting your Search results: Clicking on the up/down arrows to the right of the dropdown menu at the bottom of the Advanced Search page (to the left of the “Search” button) will allow you to choose how the results of your search will be organized. Your options are Sort by Author, Sort by Title, Sort by Date (oldest first), Sort by Date (newest first), and Sort by Relevance. 

7. 7. When you are satisfied with your search terms, filters, and results order, click on the “Search” button at the bottom right of the page. 

Other Searches 
Word(s) of Title 
Type your search term in the second field. The search is limited to word(s) of the title. 

Publisher 
Type your search term in the second field. For instance, a search for “Belles Lettres” will retrieve all the books published by Les Belles Lettres. 

Series Title 
Type your search term in the second field. For instance, a search for “Universités France” will retrieve all the volumes of the series Collection des Universités de France. 

Journal Title 
1. Type your search terms into the second field. 

· Tip: You can search for a full title or for its abbreviation. 

2. If your search term is recognized by the database, a dropdown menu will appear below, allowing you to select one or more specific search terms. Click on the boxes next to the terms to select your choices. Your selections will be marked with a checkmark. 

APh Record Number 
Type your search term in the second field. The APh Record Number is displayed at the bottom right on the record page. The format is $$-$$$$$.
Reviews by Journal Title
The search is limited to the reviews of monographs. For instance, a search for “JRS” will retrieve all the reviews published by the Journal of Roman Studies. You can search for a full title or for its abbreviation. 
Reviews by Author
The search is limited to the reviews of monographs. For instance, a search for “Syme, Ronald” will retrieve all the reviews published by Ronald Syme. 
Working with the Results Page 
After you have clicked the “Search” button to perform either a Basic or Advanced Search, you will be brought to the results page, which will look similar to this:
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The top line provides a description of your search set. It allows you to see your search string, which is a list of all your search terms and the operations used to combine them, and the number of results. 

The bar below this allows you to manipulate your search: you may view your search history by clicking the “Search History” button, modify your current search by clicking on the “Modify Search” button, or save the current search to your personal account by clicking on the “Save to ‘My Searches’” button.
Output of Records 
The series of buttons immediately above the results on the Results page or above the record on the Full Record page allow you to Print, E-mail, Save, or Add to “My Records”. 

· Tip: If you select one of these options while you have an individual record open, it will perform that operation for only that record. If multiple records have been selected, the operation will be performed on the selection. 
Working with the Full Record Page 
After you have clicked the “title” in a result, you will be brought to the full record page, which will look similar to this: 
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By clicking on “Back to Results”, you will go back to the results page. 

The series of buttons immediately above the record allow you to Print, E-mail, Save, or Add to “My Records”. See Output of Records in Working with the Results Page. 

An additional button provides a direct link to the full text of the item, if the service is available at your institution. 

· Tip: if you move the cursor on a journal title abbreviation the full title of the journal.

Working with the Search History Page 
A click on the Search History button will bring you to a page, which looks similar to this:
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A click on “Back to Results” will bring back the results page. 

Search History Table 
The first part of the page is a table listing the searches you did during the current session.
Combining Search Sets 
On the same page, you have the possibility to combine search sets created from previous searches. In the field below “Combine Search Sets”, type the search set number (for instance, “Q1”), click on one of the Boolean operators to the right, then type a second search set number. 

· Combine Search Examples: 

Q1 AND Q2 

Finds all records that appear in both set Q1 and set Q2. 

Q2 OR Q3 

Finds all records that are in set Q2 and all records that are in set Q3, including records common to both sets. 

Q1 AND Q2 NOT Q3 AND Q6 
Finds all records that are common to sets Q1 andQ2, excluding records that are in set Q3.

More detailed instructions can be found here:

http://www.annee-philologique.com/aph/files/mode_emploi_en.pdf
